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Radiation-resistant composite scintillators based on grains of inorganic single crystals Gd2SiO5:Ce, Gd2Si2O7:Ce and

Al2O3:Ti
3+ were studied. To obtain the composite scintillator the grains were introduced into a dielectric silicone

gel composition Sylgard-184. The samples were irradiated at the KIPT 10 MeV electron Linac by 9.2 MeV beam

electrons (at the dose rate of 1500 Mrad/hr) and by bremsstrahlung photons (at the rate of 230 krad/hr). The

values of luminous transmittance and scintillation light outputs of a scintillator were measured before and after

irradiation. The paper presents and analyzes the results obtained for scintillators exposed to doses about 170 Mrad

and 300 Mrad.

PACS: 42.88.+h, 81.05.Zx, 81.40.Wx

1. INTRODUCTION

Experiments which are planned or being carried
out at the new-generation high luminosity parti-
cle and heavy-ion accelerators (such as the LHC at
CERN) are featured by the exposure of the detectors
and subdetectors (trackers, calorimeters, etc.) to a
high level of radiation doses. One of the examples
is the CMS experiment at the LHC. For the first 10
years of LHC operation, the most ”critical” (closest
to the interaction point) zones of the CMS endcap
hadron calorimeter are expected to get the dose D
up to 10 Mrad at the rate of about 0.1 krad/hr. Fur-
thermore, there are plans of gradual increase of the
LHC luminosity by the order of the magnitude in the
future. The maximum dose accumulated in the CMS
HE ”critical” zones upon the LHC ultimate shutdown
is estimated as 30 Mrad [1]. Therefore, a develop-
ment of materials for radiation detectors with high
radiation resistance becomes an important issue.

A luminescent material is regarded as radiation-
resistant up to the dose of radiation D = DF , for
which its luminescence characteristic changes on a
half of it initial value (i.e. for value that is true for
D = 0) (see p.205 of the monograph [2]). On the
first step of the above-mentioned problem solution

(i.e. the problem of the development of a luminescent
radiation-resistant material) it is necessity to find a
radiation-resistant material for the basis component
of such a composition (or according to Birks termi-
nology (see book [2], p.55) we have to use not basis
component but ”main constituent or solvent”). Our
previous paper [3] answered this question. We have
investigated the luminous transmittance T as a func-
tion of an integrated radiation dose D for commer-
cially available silicone dielectric gels. It was namely
SKTN-med (20 Pa), SKTN-med (100 Pa), Sylgard-
184, Sylgard-186, Silgard-527, and SUREL-SL-1 [3],
[4]. The samples were irradiated by 9.2 MeV beam
electrons (at the dose rate of 1500 Mrad/hr) and by
bremsstrahlung photons (at the rate of 230 krad/hr)
at the 10 MeV electron Linac of the NSC Kharkov In-
stitute of Physics and Technology (KIPT). The study
was performed up to integrated radiation doses about
90 Mrad. It showed that the T -values, practically,
did not change with increase in the radiation dose D.
For the wavelengths of the light λ longer than 400 nm
the reduction of the T -values did not exceed measure-
ment error (namely 5%). Some insignificant increase
in luminous transmittance T for some gels (SKTN-
med (20 Pa), SKTN-med (100 Pa), Silgard-527, and

∗Corresponding author E-mail address: galunov@isma.kharkov.ua

ISSN 1562-6016. PROBLEMS OF ATOMIC SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 2016, N5(105).
Series: Nuclear Physics Investigations (67), p.59-65.

59



SUREL-SL-1) was obtained. It can be caused by the
effect of a partial solid-state recrystallization aris-
ing from the action of ionizing radiation. On the
other side, the improvement of structure perfection
can only lead to reduction of light photons scattering
and as the result to increase in a transparency of a
material [5]. It should be also stated that the dielec-
tric gels can be used in the wide range of working
temperatures, they do not chemically react with the
materials used in a scintillation technique, they are
non-hygroscopic, and they possess high transparency
in the range of a luminescence of majority of scintil-
lation materials [3].

2. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

2.1. Preparation of composite scintillators
In this work we used the dielectric polydimethyl-

siloxane gel Sylgard-184 as the base material for com-
posite scintillators [4].

To obtain a composite scintillator we mechani-
cally grind up a single crystal boule and after that
we use a set of sieves with the sized meshes to select
of the grains with required sizes. The grains were
introduced in dielectric gel according to the follow-
ing technique. Firstly, we introduced them in the
first component of the gel. After adjunction of the
second component the gel composition is carefully
mixed, and after that, it is introduced into a forming
container, in which it left up to it complete polymer-
ization. As the result, the scintillator is obtained and
can be taken from the forming container. We investi-
gated single-layer and multi-layer composite scintilla-
tors. For the former case the grains are posed in one
layer inside the gel, and the thickness of such a scin-
tillator was determined by the average grain size. In
the latter case the grains are posed in more than one
layer inside the gel, and some of them spontaneously
dispose between the layers.

2.2. Irradiation of the samples
As in our earlier studies [3], we irradiated the sam-

ples at the KIPT 10 MeV electron Linac. During
the irradiation runs, which took place at the room
temperature, the dose rate was practically uniform
over the sample surfaces. Inhomogeneity of irradia-
tion of the samples did not exceed 5%. The highest
dose rate, (1500±5) Mrad/hr, was provided, when the
samples were irradiated directly by 9.2 MeV beam
electrons. Other samples were subjected to irradia-
tion by bremsstrahlung photons at the considerably
lower rate of (0.23±0.01) Mrad/hr. The samples were,
consistently (by one sample of each type), exposed
to radiation until they accumulated the necessary in-
tegrated radiation dose. The dose was measured by
Harwell Red 4034 plastic dosimeters to an accuracy
of ±10%. The details are outlined in [3]. One of
the samples in each series was taken as a benchmark
scintillator and was not exposed to radiation.

2.3. Measurements of scintillation
light yield

The set of gamma sources allowed us to calibrate
the energy scale of the measuring setup. We used a

single crystal of Gd2SiO5:Ce (GSO:Ce), Gd2Si2O7:Ce
(GPS:Ce) and Al2O3:Ti

3+ as the reference for corre-
sponding composite scintillators. For all the scintilla-
tors the relative light output was obtained as the re-
sult of measurements of scintillation amplitude spec-
tra. For GSO:Ce and GPS:Ce the scintillators were
excited by photons of gamma-radiation from radionu-
clide sources 137Cs (33 keV) and 251Am (59.6 keV)
(see details in [6]). For single crystal and compos-
ite scintillators based on the grains of Al2O3:Ti

3+

the scintillators were excited by alpha-particles from
239Pu (5.15 MeV). Measurements were run before
and after irradiation.

2.4. Measurements of transmittance
The measurements of the luminous transmittance

T in the range from 300 to 700 nm were performed by
Shimadzu-2450 spectrophotometer with the integrat-
ing sphere. The comparison channel remained blank
and the light flux inside it was calibrated to be the
same as the light flux falling on a sample in measur-
ing channel. The inaccuracy of the calibration was
limited by 0.5%. The value of T was calculated as
follows:

T = (I/I0) · 100%, (1)

where I0 is the light flux in comparison channel, I
is the light flux, which has passed through a sample
in measuring channel. Actually, the T -value (1) is a
relative luminous transmittance, where T = 100% it
is the luminous transmittance of air.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Relative light transmittance

GSO and GPS scintillators

Grain Size of GPS and GSO grains was
0.5...2.0 mm. The luminous transmittances T were
measured in the wavelength range from 300 to
700 nm.

Figs. 1 and 2 demonstrate the luminous transmit-
tance T of the composite scintillators based on grains
of single crystals GSO as a function of light wave-
length λ. Results were obtained for different doses of
irradiation. The dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour.
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Fig.1. T versus λ for 4 mm thick composite
scintillator based on the grains of a GSO single
crystal. The dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour
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Fig.2. T versus λ for single-layer composite scin-
tillator based on the grains of a GSO single crystal.
The dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour

Figs. 1 and 2 show that the composite scintillators
based on GSO at least for D = 150 Mrad is radiation
resistant, because the T -value for the band of lumi-
nescence (λ > 420 nm [6]) reduce less than to half.
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Fig.3. T versus λ for 4 mm thick composite
scintillator based on the grains of a GSO single
crystal. The dose rate was 1500 Mrad/hour
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Fig.4. T versus λ for single-layer composite scin-
tillator based on the grains of a GSO single crystal.
The dose rate was 1500 Mrad/hour

To estimate the influence of dose rate on the lumi-
nous transmittance, the composite scintillators were
exposure with the dose rate 1500 Mrad/hour. Figs. 3
and 4 demonstrate that for such a case the compos-
ite scintillators based on the grains of a GSO single-

crystal are radiation-resistant up to D = 170 Mrad.

Figs. 5 and 6 shows the T -values obtained for
composite scintillators based on the grains of a
GPS single crystal with different thickness after
irradiation with the dose rate of 0.2 Mrad/hour.
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Fig.5. T versus λ for single-layer composite scin-
tillator based on the grains of a GPS single crystal.
The dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour
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Fig.6. T versus λ for 4 mm thick composite
scintillator based on the grains of a GPS single
crystal. The dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour

Figs. 5 and 6 demonstrate that the composite scin-
tillators based on the grains of a GPS single crystal
are radiation-resistant up to doses 150 Mrad.

Al2O3:Ti
3+ scintillators

The luminous transmittances T were measured in
the wavelength range from 300 to 700 nm.

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 shows the luminous transmission
T versus wavelength λ for the composite scintillators
based on grains Al2O3:Ti

3+.

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 demonstrate that the com-
posite scintillators based on Al2O3:Ti

3+ up
to doses about 100 Mrad (dose rate was
0.23 Mrad/hour) are radiation-resistant because
in the spectral band of their luminescence (λ >
600 nm) the T -values decrease less than 2 times.
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Fig.7. Luminous transmittance T of the single-
layer composite scintillator based on the grains
of an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crystal (grain size is
0.3...0.5 mm). Dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour
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Fig.8. Luminous transmittance T of the single-
layer composite scintillator based on the grains
of an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crystal. Grain size was
0.5...1.0 mm. Dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour
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Fig.9. Luminous transmittance T of the single-
layer composite scintillator based on the grains of
an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single. Grain size was 1.5...2.0 mm.
Dose rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour

To estimate the influence of dose rate on the lumi-
nous transmittance, the composite scintillators were
exposure with the dose rate 1500 Mrad/hour.

Figs. 10, 11 and 12 demonstrate that the compos-
ite scintillators based on the grains of an Al2O3:Ti

3+

single crystal are radiation-resistant up to the dose
of 300 Mrad (dose rate 1500 Mrad/hour) because
the transmittance decreases less than 2 times in the
spectral band of their luminescence (λ > 600 nm).
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Fig.10. Luminous transmittance T of the single-
layer composite scintillator based on the grains
of an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crystal. Grain size was
0.3...0.5 mm. Dose rate was 1500 Mrad/hour
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Fig.11. Luminous transmittance T of the single-
layer composite scintillator based on the grains
of an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crystal Grain size was
0.5...1.0 mm. Dose rate was 1500 Mrad/hour
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Fig.12. Luminous transmittance T of the single-
layer composite scintillator based on the grains
of an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crystal. Grain size was
1.5...2.0 mm. Dose rate was 1500 Mrad/hour
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3.2. Relative light output

Al2O3:Ti
3+ scintillators

Fig. 13 shows the results of measuring the relative
light output Lrel for composite scintillators based on
the grains of an Al2O3 single crystal activated by
Ti3+.

Fig.13 demonstrates that Lrel-value does not
change more than 2 times with the doses increase.
It gives the evidence of the high radiation resistance
of composite scintillators based on the grains of an
Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crystal.
To understand the possible influence of dose

rate on the light output of composite scintillators
based on Al2O3:Ti

3+, irradiation was conducted
at dose rate of 1500 Mrad/hour as well. Fig. 14
shows the results of measurements of the rela-
tive light output Lrel for composite scintillators
based on the grains of an Al2O3:Ti

3+ single crys-
tal, irradiated at the dose rate of 1500 Mrad/hour.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

R
el

at
iv

e 
lig

ht
 o

ut
pu

t L
re

l, r
el

.u
n.

Dose D, Mrad

Grain size
 0.3-0.5 mm
 0.5-1.0 mm
 1.5-2.0 mm

Fig.13. Relative light output Lrel of the single-layer
scintillators based on Al2O3:Ti

3+ for different
integrated doses D and grain size. Dose rate was
0.23 Mrad/hour
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Fig.14. Relative light output Lrel of the single-layer
scintillators based on Al2O3:Ti

3+ for different
integrated doses D and grain size. Dose rate was
1500 Mrad/hour

The data presented in Fig. 14 also confirm the high
radiation resistance of composite scintillators based
on grains of Al2O3 single crystals, which have been
described above for rate irradiation 0.23 Mrad/hour.

Comparison of the Figs. 13 and 14 show that the
irradiation with high dose rate 1500 Mrad/hour re-
sults in fluctuations of light output Lrel with lower
swing then for the case of irradiation with low dose
rate 0.23 Mrad/hour.

So, the composite scintillators based on grains
of Al2O3:Ti

3+ are radiation-resistant at least up to
doses of D = 100 Mrad and 300 Mrad when the dose
rate was 0.23 Mrad/hour and 1500 Mrad/hour re-
spectively.

For doses D > 200 Mrad some of the samples
demonstrate a weak tendency for embrittlement of
the gel composition.

GSO and GPS scintillators

Fig. 15 demonstrates the relative light output
Lrel versus dose D for composite scintillators based
on GSO:Ce and GPS:Ce single crystal grains.
The results were obtained for single-layer scintil-
lators as well as for scintillators a 4 mm thick.
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Fig.15. Relative light output Lrel of the scintillators
based on GSO:Ce or GPS:Ce single crystal grains
for different integrated doses D. Dose rate was
0.23 Mrad/hour

Fig. 15 shows that Lrel-value does not change
significantly with D. It indicates the high ra-
diation resistance of composite scintillators based
on the grains of GSO and GPS single crystals.
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Fig.16. Relative light output Lrel of the scintillators
based on GSO:Ce single crystal grains for differ-
ent integrated doses D. Dose rate is 1500 Mrad/hour

Fig. 16 shows the results of measurements of the

63



relative light output Lrel for composite scintillators
based on GSO:Ce single-crystal grains before and af-
ter irradiation. Dose rate was 1500 Mrad/hour.

The data presented in Fig. 16 also confirm the ef-
fect, which has been described above for composite
scintillators based on GSO:Ce single-crystal grains
were irradiated with dose rate 0.23 Mrad/hour.

Fig. 15 shows that the light output can fluctuate
with the dose D growth. This effect for GSO:Ce sin-
gle crystals has been described in [7]. It explained as
follows. Luminescence centers of GSO:Ce crystal is
Ce+3. They are excited as a result of energy transfer
from Gd+3. There are a lot of impurities in the GSO
crystal, which are the quenchers of the excitation of
Gd+3. Due to the influence of radiation such an im-
purity center can capture an electron. It increases its
energy level in energy diagram of the crystal. As the
result such a center could not quench the lumines-
cence of the crystal. The lifetime of the intermediate
level can have a large spread. According to [7] the
time of the existence of the most stable of them could
reach a few months.

The results obtained for GPS:Ce have the same
character as for GSO:Ce. Therefore the above-
described mechanism can also be considered to ex-
plain the similar results observed for GPS:Ce.

Fig. 16 shows that for dose rate 1500 Mrad/hour
light output is not only Lrel > 0.5, but also signifi-
cantly reduces it variations.

Thus, the composite scintillators based on sin-
gle crystals GSO:Ce and GPS:Ce are radiation-
resistant to doses D = 150 Mrad for dose rate about
0.23 Mrad/hour and D = 170 Mrad for dose rate
1500 Mrad/hour. The scintillation light output and
the luminous transmittance T of composite scintilla-
tors based on grains of GSO:Ce and GPS:Ce single
crystals does not change significantly with dose rate
increase.

The study of the scintillators for higher dose is
planned.

4. CONCLUSIONS

1. Radiation-resistant composite scintillators
based on the grains of inorganic single crystals
(GSO:Ce, GPS:Ce and Al2O3:Ti

3+) were studied.
2. The technology of introduction of the single

crystals grains in gel-composition Sylgard-184 was
designed.

3. Composite scintillators based on grains of
Al2O3:Ti

3+ are radiation-resistant at least up to
D = 100 Mrad and D = 300 Mrad when the dose
rate is 0.20 Mrad/hour and 1500 Mrad/hour respec-
tively.

4. Composite scintillators based on single crystal
grains of GSO and GPS are radiation resistance at

least for D = 150 Mrad and D = 170 Mrad when the
dose rate is 0.2 and 1500 Mrad/hour respectively.

5. For D > 200 Mrad some of the samples demon-
strate a weak tendency for embrittlement of the gel
composition.

6. The variations in the relative light output Lrel

is higher for lower dose rate.
7. Transmittance decreases less than 2 times

over the range of the luminescence of the scintillator,
which also indicates that these scintillators are radi-
ation resistant
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ÐÀÄÈÀÖÈÎÍÍÎ ÑÒÎÉÊÈÅ ÊÎÌÏÎÇÈÖÈÎÍÍÛÅ ÑÖÈÍÒÈËËßÒÎÐÛ ÍÀ
ÎÑÍÎÂÅ ÍÅÎÐÃÀÍÈ×ÅÑÊÈÕ ÊÐÈÑÒÀËËÎÂ GSO:Ce, GPS:Ce è Al2O3:Ti

À.Þ. Áîÿðèíöåâ, Í.Ç. Ãàëóíîâ, ß.Â. Ãåðàñèìîâ, Ò.Å. Ãîðáà÷åâà, Í.Ë. Êàðàâàåâà, À.Â.

Êðå÷, Ë.Ã. Ëåâ÷óê, Ë.À. Ëèòâèíîâ, Â.Ô. Ïîïîâ, À.Ö. Ñèäëåöüêèé, Ï.Â. Ñîðîêèí, Î.À.

Òàðàñåíêî

Áûëè èçó÷åíû ðàäèàöèîííî ñòîéêèå êîìïîçèöèîííûå ñöèíòèëëÿòîðû íà îñíîâå íåîðãàíè÷åñêèõ ìîíî-
êðèñòàëëîâ GSO:Ce, GPS:Ce è Al2O3:Ti. Äëÿ ïîëó÷åíèÿ êîìïîçèöèîííîãî ñöèíòèëëÿòîðà çëðíà áû-
ëè ââåäåíû â äèýëåêòðè÷åñêóþ ãåëü-êîìïîçèöèþ Sylgard-184. Îáðàçöû îáëó÷àëèñü íà ýëåêòðîííîì
(10 ÌýÂ) ëèíåéíîì óñêîðèòåëå ÕÔÒÈ íåïîñðåäñòâåííî ýëåêòðîíàìè ïó÷êà ñ ýíåðãèåé 9,2 ÌýÂ (ïðè
ìîùíîñòè äîçû 1500 Ìðàä/÷àñ) è òîðìîçíûìè ôîòîíàìè (ïðè ìîùíîñòè äîçû 230 êðàä/÷àñ). Èçìå-
ðåíèå êîýôôèöèåíòà ïðîïóñêàíèÿ è îòíîñèòåëüíîãî ñâåòîâîãî âûõîäà ñöèíòèëëÿòîðà ïðîâîäèëè äî
è ïîñëå îáëó÷åíèÿ. Ïðåäñòàâëåíû è ïðîàíàëèçèðîâàíû ðåçóëüòàòû, ïîëó÷åííûå äëÿ ñöèíòèëëÿòîðîâ,
îáëó÷ëííûõ äî äîç ïîðÿäêà 170 Ìðàä è 300 Ìðàä äëÿ GSO:Ce, GPS:Ce è Al2O3:Ti ñîîòâåòñòâåííî.

ÐÀÄIÀÖIÉÍÎ ÑÒIÉÊI ÊÎÌÏÎÇÈÖIÉÍI ÑÖÈÍÒÈËßÒÎÐÈ ÍÀ ÎÑÍÎÂI
ÍÅÎÐÃÀÍI×ÍÈÕ ÊÐÈÑÒÀËIÂ GSO:Cå, GPS:Cå òà Al2O3:Ti

À.Þ.Áîÿðèíöåâ, Í.Ç.Ãàëóíîâ, ß.Â.Ãåðàñèìîâ, Ò.�.Ãîðáà÷åâà, Í.Ë.Êàðàâà¹âà,

À.Â.Êðå÷, Ë.Ã.Ëåâ÷óê, Ë.À.Ëiòâiíîâ, Â.Ô.Ïîïîâ, Î.Ö.Ñiäëåöüêèé, Ï.Â.Ñîðîêií,

Î.À.Òàðàñåíêî

Áóëè âèâ÷åíi ðàäiàöiéíî ñòiéêi êîìïîçèöiéíi ñöèíòèëÿòîðè íà îñíîâi íåîðãàíi÷íèõ ìîíîêðèñòàëiâ (GSO:
Ce, GPS: Ce òà Al2O3:Ti). Äëÿ îòðèìàííÿ êîìïîçèöiéíîãî ñöèíòèëÿòîðà çåðíà áóëè ââåäåíi â äiå-
ëåêòðè÷íó ãåëü-êîìïîçèöiþ Sylgard-184. Çðàçêè îïðîìiíþâàëèñÿ íà åëåêòðîííîìó (10 ÌåÂ) ëiíiéíî-
ìó ïðèñêîðþâà÷i ÕÔÒI áåçïîñåðåäíüî åëåêòðîíàìè ïó÷êà ç åíåðãi¹þ 9,2 ÌåÂ (ïðè ïîòóæíîñòi äîçè
1500 Ìðàä/ãîä.) i ãàëüìiâíèìè ôîòîíàìè (ïðè ïîòóæíîñòi äîçè 230 êðàä/ãîä.). Âèìiðþâàííÿ êîåôi-
öi¹íòà ïðîïóñêàííÿ òà âiäíîñíîãî ñâiòëîâîãî âèõîäó ñöèíòèëÿòîðà ïðîâîäèëè äî i ïiñëÿ îïðîìiíåííÿ.
Ïðåäñòàâëåíi òà ïðîàíàëiçîâàíi ðåçóëüòàòè, îòðèìàíi äëÿ ñöèíòèëÿòîðiâ, îïðîìiíåíèõ äî äîç ïîðÿäêó
170 Ìðàä òà 300 Ìðàä äëÿ GSO:Ce, GPS:Ce òà Al2O3:Ti âiäïîâiäíî.
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